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AMERICAN INTERVENTION IN TURKEY. 

BY URBAIN GOHIER. 



The critical situation of the Eastern question at this mo- 
ment, the possibility of European intervention in the East, with 
France as a strong factor, the continuance of the Armenian 
atrocities — all make a consideration of the Turkish Government's 
past and present attitude toward Europe and America of grave 
importance just now. Furthermore, the- material injury suffered 
from time to time by citizens of the United States in the Otto- 
man Empire give at once a right and an opportunity to the Gov- 
ernment of the great Eepublic to assert itself in forcible language 
at Constantinople. However, some timorous and pacifically- 
minded individuals maintain-that the United States would do bet- 
ter to wipe out the remembrance of their grievances, that the 
incidents that have taken place in Turkey are not worth the risk 
of an appeal to arms, and that Americans would be doing wrong 
to meddle with European affairs, determined as they are to per- 
mit no European interference in their own concerns. 

I will not take the liberty of expressing an opinion on such 
present matters as the disappearance of Miss Stone. I will only 
recall what passed not long ago, in reference to what is happen- 
ing to-day, and suggest to the citizens of the United States the 
idea of an intervention which would be both legitimate and hon- 
orable, and almost, indeed, a conscientious duty. I allude to the 
Armenian atrocities. 

The American missionaries have related to their fellow-coun- 
trymen the events of which the unfortunate Armenian nation 
has been the victim in recent years. From 1892 to 1894 the 
systematic destruction of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire com- 
menced by a series of isolated murders that were invariably com- 
mitted with impunity. After 1894 the Turkish Government 
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proceeded to massacres on a grand scale, sometimes in the vari- 
ous provinces of Asia Minor and sometimes in Constantinople 
itself. The details of these abominations are recorded to the 
everlasting shame of Europe in the telegrams and correspondence 
of the Ambassadors and Consuls of all nationalities, in the Blue 
Books of England, the Yellow Boohs of Prance, and the Green 
Boohs of Italy. 

In 1897 the number of the slain of every age, sex and condi- 
tion was estimated at 300,000. Since then the murders have been 
less frequent, but they have never entirely ceased. These hun- 
dreds of thousands of victims were butchered with extraordinary 
refinements of cruelty, which can only be compared to the tortures 
invented by the Indians and the torments inflicted on French 
soldiers in Algerian prisons by military autocrats. Numerous 
towns and countless villages have disappeared from the map 
by reason of the annihilation of their population. Everywhere 
women, young girls and boys suffered frightful outrages before 
death; those who were spared were sold as slaves in the markets 
of Asia and dispersed among the harems. Children were cut in 
pieces on their fathers' knees. In a single church at Orfa the 
butchers burned alive three thousand women and young girls 
with petroleum. The treatment undergone by these people can- 
not be described in print. Everywhere priests were flayed alive, 
hung up by the feet, and smoked like swine. Often the mur- 
derers tore out the eyes of their prisoners, and only finished them 
with the bayonet after untold torture. Some were made to dig 
their own graves before being forced into them with knives and 
sabres. This last feature, by the way, has not even the merit of 
novelty; it had been employed in the suppression of the Paris 
Commune by the Marquis de Galliffet, late Minister of War in 
France. 

The published report in 1897 that 300,000 victims had fallen 
was not a mere surmise. It was founded on reliable statements 
made systematically in the different localities, verified by the Con- 
suls, and repeated and subscribed to by the Ambassadors. 

For instance, at Biredjik there were 8,000 slain and 400 
forced conversions to Islam. Every one knows that these "eon- 
versions" are made at the sword point, and that this Moham- 
medan baptism bestowed under such conditions frequently en- 
tails the death of the new "convert." In the district of Sairt 
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there were 15,000 slain, 19,000 "converted" and 2,500 women 
carried off. In the district of Silouan, 4,000 slain and 7,000 
"converted"; in the district of Severek, 1,000 slain and 2,500 
"converted"; in the district of Palon, six villages destroyed, and 
14,000 Armenians missing. All who had not perished by the 
sword starved to death in the mountain caves (Blue Booh, 1896). 
And so on through all the provinces of the Empire. 

At Van the butchery lasted eight whole days under the 
direction of the Turkish Major Halim-Effendi, formerly noto- 
rious for the massacres at Sassoun. The Armenians for once 
attempted a defence ; whereupon the Turks employed their cannon 
by the orders of Saadeddin Pasha, the special delegate of His Im- 
perial Majesty. Three thousand houses were set on fire, ten thou- 
sand men shot, and the male children sawn asunder. The wan- 
dering tribes of the Persian frontier armed by the said Saadeddin 
Pasha then moved up to finish the work of destruction so ably 
commenced by the regular troops. But the soldiers not caring to 
share their booty checked the advance of these jackals. "Then," 
relates a missionary who was an eye-witness, "the Kurds were 
forced to retreat. Furious at this obstruction, and with their 
minds set on butchery and pillage, they revenged themselves on 
the fertile plain of Van. Descending on the Armenian villages 
unawares in obedience to the word of command they massacred 
all the male Armenians over ten years of age. The young girls 
and women were carried off, and horrible atrocities were com- 
mitted on them as well as on the children. . . . All the 
churches and convents of this ancient province of Armenia were 
sacked and destroyed or set on fire. 

"The number of victims surpasses all imagination. Informa- 
tion from a Persian source which would scarcely be suspected 
of partiality gives them as 12,000 ; but we have reason to believe 
that these figures fall short of the reality. The calculations of 
eye-witnesses estimate them as more than 20,000. We do not 
here include those who were forcibly converted to Islamism and 
only spared after having been circumcised. . . . 

"At present a state of terrible misery exists in the Armenian 
population of Van and throughout this unfortunate province. 
Thousands of wretched beings enter the town every day in the 
hope of receiving a dole of bread from the missionaries. Alas ! 
not a single young girl or young woman can be found among 
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this crowd of unhappy creatures. They have all been carried off 
by their tormentors, who have either kept them for themselves, 
or have gone as far as the Persian markets to sell them. Many 
among them have chosen a voluntary death; the others have 
fallen a prey to the basest kind of dishonor and slavery. Each 
of their Turkish and Kurdish invaders, officers as well as civil 
functionaries, has several in his harem." 

At Constantinople itself the massacre was carried on under 
the eyes of the Ambassadors of the Powers, first in 1895, and 
again in 1896. From the 26th to the 28th of August, 1896, at 
least 7,000 Armenians perished under the cudgels of the butchers. 
The slaughter was systematically arranged by the Government. 
The houses occupied by those who were doomed had been marked 
beforehand by the local authorities. In the quarters where there 
were Greeks and other foreigners living among the Armenians 
no mistakes occurred. The murderers invariably proceeded in 
the same manner, forcing the victim to his knees or flat on his 
face and then striking his head with cudgels until it was reduced 
to pulp. These sticks were of a uniform pattern; they had been 
made in the arsenals of the Imperial navy, distributed to the 
murderers by the police and collected by the same police after 
the work was done. The regular soldiers did not take part in the 
massacre, but they mounted guard round the quarters where the 
slaughter was going on and cut off the escape of the fugitives. 

It must be understood that the Turkish Government has never 
been able to invoke the excuse of a popular rising or an outbreak 
of Mohammedan fanaticism. The Turkish nation, generally 
speaking, is honest, loyal and peaceable ; it is in no way responsi- 
ble for these horrors. The entire responsibility rests with the 
Sultan, who willed them, ordered them and organized them, and 
who is just as guilty as if he had plunged the knife with his 
own hand into the throat of every one of his 300,000 victims. 
As at Constantinople the butchery in the provinces was com- 
manded and directed by the civil or military authorities. The 
signal was given by the sounding of trumpets; official emissa- 
ries spread abroad the word of command: "The Master has 
given permission to kill the Armenians." When the execution 
was considered sufficient the same emissaries cried, "Iassak! 
iassak !" (it is forbidden) — and the murderers stopped at once. 
There was not a trace of popular fanaticism. On the contrary, 
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some Mohammedans saved Armenians. At Caesarea, an officer of 
high rank belonging to the garrison was going to prevent 
the massacre, when the Imperial officials sent him back to the 
barracks. At Van the Governor who had acted in a lukewarm 
fashion fell from favor, while the special delegate from Con- 
stantinople who presided pitilessly over the extermination re- 
ceived the Grand Order of Meham Imtiaz. This is exactly the 
same decoration as was offered by the Sultan to M. Loubet, Presi- 
dent of the French Eepublic, at a time when French soldiers had 
just shot twenty French workmen at Martinique. 

How is it that such events were possible in the presence of 
all Europe on the verge of the twentieth century? There is a 
curious sound about the humanitarian harangues of European 
sovereigns and ministers in congresses, expositions and elsewhere, 
when one considers that these heads of the different States are 
on the most cordial terms with the monster whom Mr. Glad- 
stone called "The Great Assassin," that they send Ambassadors to 
him, exchange civilities and gifts with him, while they all re- 
mained deaf, mute and impassive when there arose from the ex- 
tremity of Europe the terrible death cry of 300,000 martyrs! 
Europe kept silence during the great massacres. She continues 
to keep silence still. 

The fact is that the "Bloodstained Sultan" is fabulously rich. 
Abandoning a portion of the booty to the robbers drawn from 
all ranks of society — from the throne to the- lowest of the people — 
he has drained the wealth of his whole Empire and amassed for 
himself a colossal treasure which he administers, it must be 
owned, like an excellent man of business. He is one of the 
greatest capitalists in the world. By dint of confiscations he has 
become the owner of about a sixth part of the Ottoman territo- 
ries. With his immense revenue he maintains round his palace 
an army of spies, guards and informers, who' individually watch 
every person living at Constantinople and who also watch each 
other. Throughout Europe Abd-ul-Hamid also maintains hired 
partisans, ministers, politicians and journalists. In France alone 
there were seventeen leading newspapers notoriously paid to sup- 
press the truth. Thus the conspiracy of silence was organized. 
The feat of slaughtering a whole nation without the cognizance 
of other nations was actually accomplished. At the time of the 
worst massacres the Petit Journal, which has by far the largest 
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circulation of any French newspaper and is the only one familiar 
to the ignorant masses, announced from time to time that "the 
Armenian rebels had attempted to kill some inoffensive Turks." 
The Sultan was well served. 

I am unable to explain what proceedings the Turkish sovereign 
employed in order to insure the tacit complicity of other govern- 
ments than that of France. But all France knows to-day how 
he obtained the assistance of our Republic. At this period we 
twice had for our Minister of Foreign Affairs M. Gabriel Hano- 
taux, who appeared later as one of the guilty parties in the abomin- 
able Dreyfus affair and who dishonored the signature of France 
in the negotiations relative to Madagascar. It is indispensable to 
recall these two facts in order to explain the attitude of the same 
personage in the Armenian affairs. M. Hanotaux made his 
debut in diplomacy as a subordinate agent at Constantinople. 
He succeeded in ingratiating himself with Abd-ul-Hamid, who 
made him one of his firmest adherents. 

After becoming Minister for Foreign Affairs like so many 
other French politicians by a simple Parliamentary shuffle he reg- 
ularly received dispatches from the East — letters and telegrams 
from the Consuls, and reports from the Ambassadors — which first 
announced the Armenian atrocities and then related them in a 
detailed manner. These messages to the number of 109 fill 
1 50 pages of our great Yellow Book. France became acquainted 
with them two years later. At the time M. Hanotaux suppressed 
them. When he was questioned before Parliament as to the dis- 
turbing rumors from Constantinople or Asia Minor he gave his 
word of honor that "all was going well." The French Ambas- 
sador continued writing to him : "The Sultan has lied ; the Sul- 
tan is lying; his Ambassador at Paris does nothing but lie; the 
promised reforms are not being carried out; massacres are taking 
place throughout the Empire." M. Hanotaux hastened to testify 
to Parliament as to the good faith and humanity of Abd-ul-Hamid 
and the perfect order reigning in Turkey. 

After he had fallen from power he deluged the newspapers 
and reviews, "armed with the authority of his former office," 
with enthusiastic and affecting eulogies of the glorious, wise and 
amiable Sultan. Notably in the Revue de Paris he praised his 
"true qualities of gentleness, generosity and impartiality." Re- 
turning to power shortly afterwards he recommenced the same 
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game, asserting to the French Chambers the complete tranquil- 
lity of the Ottoman provinces at the very time when Evereck, 
Eghin, and afterwards Orfa, were given over to the flames or 
drowned in blood. 

The case was the same throughout Europe. Great financiers, 
celebrated engineers, great contractors for public works (parks, 
lighthouses, railroads, fortresses, military stores) and the chief 
newspapers interested in all these affairs desired above all that 
the Sultan should remain absolute lord of his dominions. Con- 
cessions and bargains are obtained more easily from an omnip- 
otent despot, whose ministers or favorite eunuchs it suffices to 
corrupt, than from a government under public control. The 
Catholic clergy also joined the conspiracy of silence for fear lest 
the actions of which the Roman monks had been guilty in Asia 
Minor should be discovered. There were fraternities there whose 
converts protected by the flag of France were inviolable to the 
Turks, and these had refused shelter to the Armenian fugitives 
unless they deserted the religion of their fathers to enter the pale 
of the Catholic Church. Catholic monks and nuns had been seen 
to refuse to succor wandering orphans unless they would em- 
brace Catholicism. These scandals had to be concealed. The 
Pope of Rome, well informed as to the events in the East, did 
not utter a word in behalf of these 300,000 Christians who were 
being slaughtered. 

As to the Governments of the Great Powers those whose min- 
isters were not in the pay of the Sultan were paralyzed by their 
diplomatic calculations. None could intervene singly because 
the others would not have suffered it. None wished to give the 
others the opportunity for intervention. All the European States 
look on the Ottoman Empire as a prey the fragments of which 
they intend to share; but all equally dread the time of the 
division which will not take place amicably. Each one endeav- 
ors to secure a privileged position by gaining the good graces of 
the Sultan, and he takes advantage of their selfish complaisance 
to commit the most frightful crimes with impunity. The inter- 
vention of Europe would have been all the more legitimate as it 
could be based upon treaties. At the Berlin Congress the Powers 
had entered upon a formal engagement for the protection of 
the Armenians. They had exacted from the Sultan formal en- 
gagements for the reformation of his Empire. In arresting the 
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arm of the assassin raised against the victim they would have 
been doing nothing more than respecting their own word and 
their own signatures. Thus the venality of some, the cowardice of 
others and the egoistic calculations of all rendered it possible for 
a whole people to be exterminated in the sight of "civilized" 
Europe — not a tribe of savages rebellious against assimilation 
and progress, but a civilized, cultured and peaceful nation, bear- 
ing an honorable name in history in the exercise of religion and 
Christian principles! And the crime is still going on! The 
series of great massacres appears to be at an end, but local 
murders have not ceased. Last winter 40,000 Armenian orphans 
perished on the roads of Asia Minor; Turkish officials organized 
a famine in the Armenian districts by exacting the forced sale 
of all the corn at an absurdly small rate in order to sell it back 
to the inhabitants at six times the price. One portion of the 
Ottoman nation is now a cause of terror and an object of hatred 
to the Sultan in the same degree as the Armenians. This is the 
enlightened class known as the "Young Turk" party, who pa- 
triotically aim at the reconstruction of Turkey on the lines of 
civilized life. Fifty thousand of these Turks, "Mohammedans, 
have perished in the last four or five years in prison, in secret 
dungeons, in the Bosphorus and in the deadly provi es of Arabia, 
whither they are driven by the mad fury of Abd-ul-Hamid. In 
the very heart of the Old World at the point where Asia, Europe 
and Africa unite, a portion of humanity is struggling and perish- 
ing in the grip of a monster. 

Would it not be a worthy endeavor for the United States to 
attempt what Europe has declined to do ? 

At the very moment of ostentatiously sending their repre- 
sentatives to The Hague, there to utter platonic discourses on the 
benefits of peace, the European Powers had passed over the events 
in the East in silence — events that, indeed, may be the cause of 
war in the future. At a time when the citizens of the United 
States are divided on the subject of Imperialism and wars of 
conquest, could they not agree upon the expediency of a purely 
unselfish military manifestation? If horrible war could ever be 
justified, it would be with the idea of doing service to humanity 
and civilization. In the intervention of the United States at 
Constantinople there could be no ambiguity possible: their dis- 
interestedness would be manifest. And the name of war need 
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not even be pronounced. The American navy is powerful, while 
a Turkish navy scarcely exists. Where is, then, the possibility 
of war? There must be two to make a fight. To show the 
Bloodstained Sultan a few battleships and warn him that every 
human head that falls under the knives of his assassins will be 
paid for by the destruction of one of his palaces — this would not 
be the work of a. conqueror, but the action of a noble heart. 

For the great American nation the risk would be nil, the 
cost insignificant and the glory infinite. It would show that 
its prodigious material wealth has not stifled feelings of chivalry ; 
it would give a fine lesson of human solidarity to effete Europe; 
and it would save a Christian people who, repulsed by its pre- 
tended brethren and protectors in the Old World, has no longer 
any direction in which to turn on earth for help but towards the 
United States. TJebain Gohiee. 



